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Dear Mr. Hess:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reviewed the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) concerning oil and gas leasing (hereafter referred to as proposed action)
on lands within the Los Padres National Forest (Forest). The following represents
NMES' views on the adequacy of the EIS.

The revised EIS should clearly identify the specific objectives for the proposed action
and the underlying condition the Forest is attempting to address because the existing EIS
provides no distinguishable description of the purpose and need that would justify the
Forest's response to suggest the proposed action and the alternatives. An EIS must
describe the "underlying purpose and need to which the agency is responding in
proposing the alternatives, including the proposed action" (40 CFR 1502.13). The
purpose and need section should also describe the problems that may result if the
proposed action is not implemented. Without an understanding of the true purpose and
need, it is unknown whether the alternatives and proposed action are adequate to meet the
underlying purpose and need, and whether the resulting significant environmental
impacts and effects are warranted.

The EIS does not adequately describe the distribution of steelhead or critical habitat
within the area that would be affected by the proposed action. Steelhead are present in
numerous coastal streams in San Luis Obispo County, though this is not stated in the EIS.
For example, based on NMFS observations, steelhead are present in the following
watersheds that are in or adjacent to areas expected to be affected by the proposed action:
Old Creek, Toro Creek, Morro Bay (including Morro Creek, Chorro Creek and Los Osos
Creek), San Luis Obispo Creek (including Stenner Creek), Arroyo Grande Creek, Pismo
Creek (including West and East Corral de Piedra creeks). The EIS should also disclose
that areas affected by the proposed action are within designated critical habitat' for the

' The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, defines critical habitat as:"(i) the specific areas within
the geographical area occupied by the species... on which are founded those physical or biological features
(I) essential to the conservation of the species and (II) which may require special management and
considerations or protections; and (ii) specific areas outside the geographical range occupied by the
species...upon a determination by the Secretary that such areas are essential for the conservation of the
species."







