
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose and Ob jec t i ve s  

There  are many noble  reasons  f o r  p repar ing  an h i s t o r i c a l  w e r v i e w  f o r  a 
Nat iona l  Fo re s t .  These invo lve  p r e se rv ing  ev idence  and knowledge o f  t h e  p a s t ,  
l e a r n i n g  i ts  l e s s o n s ,  and using t h e  in format ion  gained t o  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  
A l l  app ly  t o  Los Padres  Nat ional  F o r e s t ,  b u t  t h e  immediate impetus  f o r  t h i s  
document i s  t h e  need t o  i n c o r w r a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  i n t o  planning f u t u r e  
management. 

A l l  F o r e s t s  i n  t h e  Nat ional  F o r e s t  System are r equ i r ed  t o  c a n p l e t e  50-year 
Land and Resource Management P lans  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  and Rangeland 
Renewable Resources Planning A c t  (19741, a s  amended by t h e  Nat ional  F o r e s t  
Management A c t  ( 1976 1 . The d i r e c t i o n  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  p lann ing  documents 
i n c l u d e s  a requirement  t h a t  each Fo re s t  P lan  be accanpanied by a n  w e r v i e w  o f  
t h e  F o r e s t ' s  c u l t u r a l  resources .  

I n  t h e  Los Padres '  c a se ,  overview documents cover ing p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  
r e sou rce s  and Nat ive  American concerns  w e r e  i n  p l a c e  a s  complet ion of  t h e  
F o r e s t  P l an  neared i n  e a r l y  7984. Some w e r e  prepared to f u l f i l l  F o r e s t  
p lann ing  requ i rements ,  wh i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e  e i t h e r  c o i n c i d e n t a l  o r  r e l a t e d  t o  
other planning projects. There was an obvious  gap i n  t h e  a r e a  of h i s t o r y ,  
s i n c e  t h e  o n l y  p rev ious  d e s c r i p t i o n  of F o r e s t  h i s t o r y  had been prepared by 
W i l l i a m  S. Brown i n  1945. ( 4 3 )  

Seve ra l  e lements  of an  werview o f  Fo re s t  h i s t o r y  and t h e  Forest's h i s t o r i c a l  
r e sou rce s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d .  These inc luded  a computerized i nven to ry  of  t h e  
a r c h i v a l  document and photograph c o l l e c t i o n s  housed i n  t h e  Fo re s t  Research 
Archives ,  Brown's document c h r o n i c l i n g  e v e n t s  p r i o r  t o  1945, and t h e  F o r e s t  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  a r c h i v e s  of approximately  80 t aped  i n t e rv i ews .  Two a r e a s  of 
i n fo rma t ion  were s p e c i f i c a l l y  l a ck ing ;  f i r s t ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  d a t a  concerning t h e  
pe r i od  f r a n  1945 t o  t h e  p r e sen t ,  and second, a summary and gene ra l  assessment 
o f  changes i n  l and  u s e  and l and  u se  management d u r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  e r a  t h a t  
cou ld  be  u se fu l  i n  planning f u t u r e  management. In  a d d i t i o n ,  many of t h e  
s u b j e c t s  touched on by  Brown deserved more a t t e n t i o n .  

The F o r e s t  chose t o  p repare  an w e r v i e w  t h a t  would supplement Brown's 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e a r l y  Fo re s t  h i s t o r y  and ex tend  it t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
p rov ide  a gene ra l  assessment of h i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d s  i n  land use  and land use 
management. There w e r e  s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l ,  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s ,  inc lud ing :  
a ccanp l i sh  a s  c a n p l e t e  an werview a s  p o s s i b l e  w i th  l i m i t e d  funds: p r epa re  a 
r e adab l e  document, which cou ld  b e  enjoyed by  t h e  l a y  r e a d e r  as w e l l  a s  used 
f o r  management purposes;  and i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  where o r i g i n a l  r e s ea r ch  is  needed, 
o r  where s o  much in format ion  e x i s t s  t h a t  a s e p a r a t e  t hema t i c  s t u d y  i s  
warranted . 



1.2 Methods 

The b e s t  way t o  a ccanp l i sh  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  seemed t o  be  through use of l o c a l  
knowledge and e x i s t i n g  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l .  The Fo re s t  con t r ac t ed  w i th  l o c a l  
n a t u r a l i s t  and backcoun1:ry h i s t o r i a n  E. R. ( J i m )  Blakley t o  do t h e  groundwork 
f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  over:view. J i m  was a b l e  t o  work p r i m a r i l y  from h i s  own 
ex t ens ive  h i s t o r i c a l  and b ib l i og raph i c  f i l e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Fo re s t  ( t h e  
Blakley Arch ives ) ,  wh i l e  a l s o  u s ing  m a t e r i a l s  made a v a i l a b l e  by i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
t h e  Los Padres  canmunity o r  found i n  t h e  F o r e s t  c u l t u r a l  r e sou rce s  f i l e s  and 
r e sea r ch  a r ch ive s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  J i m ' s  l a c k  o f  o f f i c i a l  Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  
a f f i l i a t i o n  and h i s  c o l o r f u l  w r i t i n g  s t y l e  would hope fu l l y  en su re  an en joyab le  
a s  w e l l  a s  in format ive  document. 

It was agreed t h a t  J i m ' s  d r a f t  document would be prepared using a mutual ly  
agreed upon o u t l i n e .  me Fore s t  Serv ice  would e d i t  t h e  document a s  deemed 
necessa ry  and i n s e r t  d a t a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Monterey Ranger Distr ict ,  s i n c e  
J i m ' s  knowledge and sou rce s  of in format ion  w e r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  F o r e s t ' s  main 
d i v i s i o n  ( i nc lud ing  t h e  Santa  Lucia ,  San ta  Barbara,  O j a i  and M t .  P inos  Ranger 
Districts).  One consecluence i s  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Monterey 
Ranger D i s t r i c t  i s  minimal o r  inadequa te ly  documented, d e f i n i t e l y  on a 
d i f f e r e n t  s c a l e  t h a n  t h a t  f o r  t h e . r e s t  of  t h e  Fo re s t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c anp l e t i ng  t h e  d r a f t  overview manuscr ip t ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  c a l l e d  
f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  a b ib l iography  of p e r t i n e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  documents (see 
Appendix A )  and updating of t h e  Ins Padres  c u l t u r a l  r e sou rce s  s i t e  a t l a s  wi th  
in format ion  about  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  and h i s t o r i c  a r cheo log i ca l  sites. A l l  
i n  a l l ,  t h e  work requested and a c c m p l i s h e d  f a r  exceeded t h e  monetary r e t u r n .  

1.3 Organ iza t ion  of  t h e  Overview 

It i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  a ch ron i c l e  and assessment of F o r e s t  h i s t o r y  no t  be 
l i m i t e d  by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  boundar ies .  The Los Padres  does  n o t  e x i s t ,  o r  
ope ra t e ,  i n  a vacuum. Throughout t h e  h i s t o r i c  e r a ,  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  Fo re s t  
h a s  been dependent p r ima r i l y  on t h e  needs  and d e s i r e s  o f  people  i n  t h e  
surrounding environs .  With t h i s  i n  mind, a c t i v i t i e s  and even t s  a r e  included 
i n  t h i s  overview which occurred n o t  on ly  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Fo re s t  boundaries',  
b u t  a l s o  around t h e  edges of t h e  Fo re s t ,  i n  San ta  Barbara and San Luis  Obispo, 
and even i n  Washington, D.C. (among o t h e r  p l a c e s ) .  

The overview is  organized f i r s t  by chronolog ica l  pe r iods .  Th is  was necessa ry ,  
s i n c e  it was intended t:o show c u l t u r a l  change o v e r  t i m e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  changes 
i n  land use  and i n  t h e  ways t h e  Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  manages l and .  The ove r l aps  
t h a t  occu r  between pe r i ods  a r e  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t r a n s i t i o n a l  even t s ,  
o f t e n  t hose  which induced o r  eased t h e  change f r m  one government t o  ano ther .  



The information a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  most r ecen t  per iod ,  lumped under "Growth and 
Development", i s  understandably more s u b s t a n t i a l  t han  t h a t  f o r  e a r l i e r  t i m e s .  
Th i s  per iod  a l s o  has  seen t h e  most i n t ense  a c t i v i t y  wi th in  t h e  Fores t  
boundaries  and i n c l u d e s  t h e  per iod  of Fores t  Serv ice  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h i s t o r y .  
For t h e s e  reasons ,  a number of themes w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a means of organizing 
t h e  da t a .  Of course ,  t h e s e  themes a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d ;  and t h e  r eade r  should be  
c a r e f u l  t o  read t h e  "Growth and Development" s e c t i o n  a s  a whole f o r  t h a t  
reason. A good example of  t h e  over lap  involved i s  t h e  C i v i l i a n  Conservation 
Corps, which i s  discussed i n  i t s  own sec t ion ,  bu t  a l s o  c u t s  ac ros s  o the r  
themes, such a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  communication, and r e c r e a t i o n .  There i s  a l s o  
some o v e r l a p  w i t h  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s ,  s i n c e  t h e  r o o t s  o f  some a r e a s  o f  
development a r e  i n  t h e  h i span ic  per iod.  

The word "Forest"  w i th  an upper case  F i s  used throughout t h e  document t o  
r e f e r  t o  t h e  modern Los Padres boundaries. Locat ions and placenames a l s o  
u sua l ly  r e f e r  t o  modern des igna t ions ,  un less  otherwise s t a t e d .  

I n  gene ra l ,  t h e  r eade r  w i l l  be moving from no r th  t o  sou th  geographica l ly  i n  
reading about  even t s  assoc ia ted  wi th  a t ime per iod o r  theme; t h u s ,  t h e  
Monterey Ranger D i s t r i c t  i s  usua l ly ,  a l though n o t  always, d i scussed  f i r s t .  




