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VENTURA COUNTY 
AIR POLLUTlON CONTROL DISTRICT 

Memorandum 

TO: Chuck Anthony, Planning DATE: January 30,2007 

FROM: Alicia Shatton ;w; 
SUBJECT: Request for Revicw of Revised Draft Environmental Impact Rq3o1-t for the 

Proposed Disrnond Rock Sand and Cravcl Mine and. Processilig Faoili ty, 
Trocsh Ready-Mix, Smb Barbara County (R .de~nce  No. 05-007- 1) 

Ventura County Air Pollution C o n ~ o l  District staff has rc~liewed the subject revisd draft 
environmenta1 impact report (DEIR), which i s  a prop.oual.~o develop a new sand and gravel 
mine and processing facility on a 133-aCl-c:site loatcd in the Cuyma River chtmnel and on 
thc adjoining riwr tcrracc, respectively. The project would extract sand and gravel aggregate 
from the Cuyama River over a 30-yes period and process thc material on the adjoining river 
terrace. The minc would produce approximately 13,820,000 cons of material at an avmage 
annual production rate of 500,000 tons pcr year and a peak production rate of 750,000 toils per 
year. The material would bc trucked to job sites based on den~and and the project would also 
be a m i v e r  site ~ D T  recyclable m~cseta. The project is locnted on the west side of Statc 
Highw~y 33, 5.9 ~nilcs south of its junction wvidl State Highway 166 m thc unincorporated 
Ventucopa area of Santa Bn~baxa County. 

We wish to submit thc following commentu on tllc DEIR: 

gi~ject Trip Generati on 

Page 3.5-14 states that the incr-c in  vellicular and truck traffic along Highway 33 
south of the project site urrould be minor ii'mim production we= dispersedl bur 
substantial if all mine production were hauled to Ventwa.(22 to 34 percent increase in 

vehiculrtr hxck traftic). The DEIR contains lonprcrm projcctionr of of 
mining traffic traveling south through Ventwa County ranging from 20 percent (Page 
35-6)  to 22-34 percent (Table 3.5-1 5) lo 90 permt if distributic~n of material i s  
mostly southhound on Highway 33 (Table 3.5-5). Plcase clarify the sccnario of 
product demand requiring mostly southbound, travel through Vetltura Cr~un.ty and its 
likelihood of happening on a regulnr basis. 

2. Section 3.7.2.3.7 evaluntce Impact Significance in Ventura. C,ounry, We recomlnend 
this section be reviscd to accurately statc trip distalccs, wip perceritages and air quality 
impacts through the Ojai Planning Area in Venmt'd County. The second paragraph on 
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Page 3.7-8 statcg :9at the total hnul route distancc horn the project site to Highway 101 
in  central Venturd is 65 miles, howcvct, it a-ronwu,sly states thar only eight miles of 
this route occurs in t l ~  Ojai Planning Area. The actual distance is 1 5.9 miles oneway, 
and could alter the findings of  the DEIR w1d1 respect 10 air quality. Further, !he reader 
is dimctd to Tables 3-62 and 3-63 on (Page 3.7-17 md Page 3.7-1 81 to reviw thc 
conclusion that the emissions fiurn the average snd peak daily truck tt'uffic in tllc Ojai 
Planning Area would be less than significant. Tables 3.6-2 and 3.6-3, howcver, 
present truck loading scheduling and estimated sound pressures from lnining activities 
(No Tables 3-62 and 3-63 could be found in tha DEB). Piewe lmvide specific pages 
where the aforcmcntioned air anissions tables can be found. 

3. There is a deficiency in Table 3.7-16, Dni(p Emissions During Pcnk Annual 
Production.Year, on Page 3.7-15. T'he tablc states that truck emissions in the Ojai 
Planning Aveo would be 2.1 1 lbslday Yon: basad on 600 tons pcr hour processing rate 
and hauling bascd on p;& annual productiou year. Appcndix B. however. stares that 
on an averas day, the Ojai Planning Arca would receive 4.6 I'bsldav NOx from gxcjjoct 
haul nicks. CEQA requires analysis of worst-case s c m o ~ o s  and this analysis fails t,o 
document impacts on thc Ojai Planning Arm. on a maximum or pclk haul day. 

We belitvc thcsc estimates should be rccal'cula.ted to accurately portray potential sir 
impacts on a peak production dey fiom that the portion of tlie baul trucks traveling 
rhrou* thc Ojai Planuil~g Araa. 

15.9 miles x 2 (round trips) - 31.8 mileslvehiclc x 0.0103 18 Ibs/NOdmile 
x 13B vehicles (69 exit loads on R peak day) = 4 5 2 7  lbslday NOx. 

This amount of NOx exceeds Vcntura County's CEQA threshold of five lbsldny for 
projecti in the Ojd Planning Arca 

4. Tablc 3.7-8 states that the Ventura C m t y  trucking destination would rweiv'c 18,4 
~.ound trips (1,136 vehicle milts tmveled) in Vantura County on an average production 
clay, and Tablc 3.7-9 cites 27.6 round trips (1,704 vehiclo miles) traveled per day in 
Vmtura County during a peak production day. Subsequent .emissions estimates for 
Ventura County horn this scenario are \ 1.7 Ibslday N'Ox in Ventura Cou.uty in ,an 
average production year (Table 3.7-1 O), and 17.6 lbslday NOx in Ventum C o ~ n t y  in a 
peak production year (Tablc 3,7- 1 I). Furher, Tablo 3.7-15, Daily Ln1issiol.l~ During 
an .4verage Production Year, cites total V m t m  County truck NOx emissions of 1 I .7 
1bslda.y NOx and 1.4 Ibslby NOx in the Ojai Planning Arm. Daily emissions chmng 
peak annual production in the oj~i Planning Area are listed ar 2.1 1 lbslday NOR. The 
final table in the June 12,2003 Air Quality Impact asses smell^ however, presents an 
estimate of 17.8 Ibslday NOx in Vcntura County, and 4.6 lbslday NOx in thc Ojai 
P l a ~ i n g  Area on an avmage production clay. We recomm,end the entire DEIR be 
revised to obtain consistency bdwccn thc chapters and. sppedccs, 
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Health Risk Analvsis 

5 .  Saction 3.7.2.4 addresses potcntinl impacts ftom diesel emissons. This discussion 
states that the proposed project would introduce new diesel cmissians along State 

, 

Route 33 in Vcntura County- Wc notc that a health risk asscssmmt was conducted to 
estimate the effects of dicsel exhaust from truck traffic to and .&om the project. Thc 
resulcs fmm the health risk asscss~nmt are in the DElR. wilh the statanent Urat the 
results were based on West Coast Envirorutlentnl and Engineering documants, dated 
Mny 25 and September 6,20(16. The results of this analysis indicate that Ihe increase 
in cancer risk would be approxbnately 9 in une million at thc point of maximum 
offsite exposure. Bcco.usc thc DEIR states that only 20 percent of the trucks will travel 
through Ojai, District ~ t o f f  wsuxn.es that chis cm~clusion of hiignificant aces(r cancer 
risk insignificance is b a d  on an avenge day, not a peak production day. 

Analysis of the project's 138 maximum truck trips p a  day using California .Air 
Resources Board's risk ossessmtnt for generic soenariov involving diesel particulate ' 

matter emissions (using diesel truck travel on a low volume fieeway) shows s 
calculated lifetime excess cancer risk ,of 100-200 in  a million for 2,000 trucks per dsy 
for a receptor located 20 meters fioin the freeway. Factoring do~cm froin 2,000.to 138 
trucks per day gives a risk of 7-14 in a million. Again, factoring down fim 138 
trucks per day to 20 percent of that, 28 frucku pw day, yields a 1-3 in a million risk. 
However, CEQA requires analysis of worst-ca~e sca~a~ios  and thls analysis fails to 

dacument potential air taxies iwpacts.on ~a~s i t ive  receptors along thc had route in the 
Ojai Planning Area on a peak haul day. Wi tS1 the lacal air districts' sig-ificance 
threshold of 10 in a millioq we recvnuncnd that the health risk assasmwt be revised 
ro evaluate peak truck trips through Ven turd County and tllc OjPi Planning h a  

portion. 

6.  We rccomcnd that the henltl~ risk analysis evaluates potential health risks to the 
sensitive recepros along Highway 33 in Jnd around the City oPDjai. Thcsc include 
several preschools, ~e \~e ra l  tlcmentary schools, a high school, a nursing home. and a 
hospital. It is not clew if the DEIR's health risk anslysi.~ evaluated these sensitive 

' receptors for potential impacts. 

Section 6.2 of the DElR discusses cumu1a.ijve impac1.s €rom'.trruck traffic from other mhes in 
the region. This discussion, Cumula.rive Impacfs with Truck Trqflc From Orher Mines in 
the Region. states that there are two other existing mines in the Cuyarna vslley Ular 
contribute truck traffic to Srate Highway 33. The discussion concludes that thc potential 
cumulative impacts on the qunlity of life in the arca are considered adverse and unavoidable 
(stated that this is due in part to NOx and hgitivc dust emissions froin highway haul trucks 
that cantribute to rhe degradation of ,regional Gr quality). Dospite this ~ n , ~ l u s i o n ,  we 
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recommend that this cliscussion be revised to maluate and documcnt existing and po tendal 
htm truck mffic and incremental air quality effects fiom rhc PI-oposedprojtct in conjunction 
with the Moslcr Rock Quarry l~orth of Ojai, and Pacific Custom Materials/TXI Minc in 
northern Vmtura County, in addition to the other mines already included in the c~mdntive 
impact angtiysis in the DEIR. The cu~nulativc impact analysis should' include project-specific 
information on NOx and diesel particulate anissions in  a table format showing cmmt and 
cumulative impocts and their effects on sensitive meprars. 

If you have any quostions, please call me at (805) 645-1 426 ar email ine at alicia(iQy_gp&o& 

cc: Stevc Bennett, Supe.wisor First District, Vtntura County 
Vijays Sommnlm adaka, NCP, Santa Harbnra County APCD 
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