_CITY OF OJAI

401 SOUTH VENTURA STREET
PO. BOX 1570/0JAl, CALIF. 93024
TELEPHONE (805) 646-5581

FAX (805) 646-1980 ; R ECE' VED

January 16, 2007

: . JAN 25 2007
Planning Commissioners SB.C
County of Santa Barbara PLANN OUNTY (NORTH)
624 W. Foster Road LANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Santa Maria, CA 93455

Subject: Opposition to Proposed Diamond Rock Sand and Gravel Mine (aka Toresh Ready)
Dear Planning Commissioners,

At the Ojai City Council meeting held on January 9, 2007 information was received by Council

concerning the proposed Diamond Rock Sand and Gravel Mine and the EIR that was prepared
for this project.

In the EIR, the analysis concluded that there were negative quality of life impacts to the citizens
of Ojai that could not be mitigated. As city leaders we want to convey our absolute and
unanimous opposition to this project that would produce serious impacts to the health and
welfare of our residents with no offsetting benefits.

The City Council of Ojai contends that decision makers must REJECT this project.

Sincerely,

City of Ojai

W W ¢ br e 2 %
7 Carol Smith, Mayor ‘ Jd¢e DeVito, Mayor Pro Tem

Rae Hanstad, Councilinember “Sue Horgan, Coéﬂcilmember

Steve Ofsen, Councilmember

cc:  Board of Supervisors, Santa Barbara County; Board of Supervisors, Ventura County; Board of Directors
South Coast Area Transit; Assemblywoman Audra Strickland; CalTrans, District 7; Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger; John Baker, Director Santa Barbara County Planning and Development Department;

Jere Kersnar, Ojai City Manager; 005
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At the very least, the County shall consider, in addition to the log book prepared at the mining
facility that describes the trucks loads, time of trip, etc., that the project pay to employ a County
code enforcement officer. This could include the applicant (or all three mines) paying the salary
for a full or part-time position that is dedicated to mitigation monitoring/CUP compliance.
Considering the significant environmental costs of non-compliance of mitigation measures and
conditions of approval, a paid monitor is a relatively minor cost to ensure compliance.

Although not a mitigation measure, it seems like there should be some stiff monetary penalty for
non-compliance of the permit.

For years, the City has been copied on several letters to both Ventura County and Santa Barbara
County from Ojai Valley residents who live on or near Maricopa Highway that have issues and
concerns with the current mines north of the City. If the project is approved, it is critical that the
new plan shall include mitigations to the impacts that can be easily monitored and enforced. The
current mitigation monitoring plan is inadequate, and should be addressed prior to permit
approval.

Thank you for the analysis on “Quality of Life” issues in the DEIR regarding the project. The
City of Ojai City Council is strongly opposed to this project, because the cumulative effects to
the Ojai Valley’s Quality of Life would be negatively affected. The City of Ojai asks that the
Santa Barbara decision makers pay close attention to the DEIR analysis of the Class I impact to
the Quality of Life impacts to the surrounding communities and deny the project.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you need any clarification, please contact
me via e-mail at schmidt(@ci.ojai.ca.us or by phone at (805) 640-2555 x. 113.

Sincerely, v W
Katrina Rice Schmidt, AICP
City Planner

City of Ojai

cc: City Council
Jere Kersnar, City Manager
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