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ABSTRACT

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) documents the analysis of the potential effects of
implementing each of eight alternative leasing scenarios for management of the Federal oil and gas
estate on lands administered by Los Padres National Forest in Kern, Los Angeles, Monterey, Santa
Barbara, Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties, California. The FEIS documents the existing
condition of the environmental resources in and around areas being considered for leasing and the
potential impacts to those resources as a result of implementing the alternatives. The alternatives
considered in detail are: (1) No Action -No New Leasing; (2) Emphasize Oil & Gas Development;
(3) Meet Forest Plan Direction; (4) Emphasize Surface Resources; (4a) Alternative 4 With Roadless
Area Emphasis; (5) Combination of Alternatives 3 & 4; (5a) Alternative 5 With Roadless Area
Emphasis; and the New Preferred Alternative, a combination of alternatives 1 and 5a.
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The contents of this Final Environmental Impact Statement are organized into two volumes. This
volume contains the executive summary and chapters 1 through 9. A separate Appendices volume
contains appendices A through I. In each volume the chapters or appendices are separated by colored
paper to facilitate the reader in referencing various sections of the document. Tables of contents and
lists of figures and tables are located at the beginning of specific chapters and appendices where

appropriate.
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