
Last month, more than 200 
gallons of crude oil and 
2,100 gallons of wastewa-
ter spilled into a creek in 
the Los Padres National 
Forest. The oil slick spread 
for three miles before work-
ers could contain it. 

The spill came within two 
miles of Sespe Creek, a fed-
erally protected Wild & Sce-
nic River that provides criti-
cal habitat for endangered 
steelhead. The spill oc-
curred in a remote section 
of the Sespe Oil Field, in Tar Creek. The 
creek forms the southern boundary of the 
Sespe Condor Sanctuary. 

According to officials, no endangered spe-
cies were directly harmed by the spill. 
However, officials remained concerned 
because of its proximity to the condor 
sanctuary and steelhead habitat. 

The incident occurred after cold tempera-
tures and possible internal corrosion 
caused a pipeline to burst. The pipeline 
was operated by Vintage Production, a 
subsidiary of Occidental Petroleum. Occi-
dental is an international oil exploration 
company based in Los Angeles. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Oil Slick Spreads for Three Miles Near Condor Sanctuary 

Hundreds of Gravel Trucks Slated for Scenic Highway 33 
Three new or expanded sand and gravel 
mines in the Cuyama River could add hun-
dreds of haul trucks to Scenic Highway 33 
through the heart of the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest. 

Combined, the mines could add more 
than 300 daily truck trips on California 
Scenic Highway 33, which connects the 
Cuyama Valley with Ojai. The winding two-
lane road takes travelers through some of 
the most spectacular scenery of the Los 

Padres National Forest. 

The first mine slated for approval - and 
the largest of the three - is the Diamond 
Rock Sand and Gravel Mine, proposed for 
133 acres in the Cuyama Valley near the 
Santa Barbara-Ventura county line. 

Two other existing mines in the area have 
also applied to expand their operations. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Workers use floatation devices, absorbent pads, and vacuum trucks to 
 remove oil from a creek near the Sespe Condor Sanctuary in Ventura County.  
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Three new or expanded mines could send hundreds 
of gravel trucks through the heart of the Los Padres. 
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It’s going to be a good year for those of us 
who care about the future of the Los Pa-
dres National Forest. 

It will be a good year because we now have 
the support of you and more than 500 oth-
ers who share our concern about the fate 
of our local forest. Together, we’ll become 
an even more effective voice on behalf of 
our region’s wild places. 

It will also be a good year because we’re 
organizing several events and volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year. These 
events will be an opportunity for you — our 
members and supporters— to celebrate 
yesterday’s victories while planning for the 
challenges of tomorrow. Look for special 
announcements and invitations soon. 

And it’s going to be a good year because 
we have a new Congress that better under-
stands the need to protect our local for-
ests. While it’s far too early to tell what our 
new leaders have in store for our public 

lands, and how these changes will affect 
us locally, we remain hopeful that new op-
portunities will arise to fix some of the bad 
decisions that have been made during the 
past few years. 

But all of this good news doesn’t mean that 
our work is finished. The sheer size of this 
newsletter — now twelve pages instead of 
eight — says it all. Oil spills. Haul trucks. 
Dams exploding. Wildfires burning. Lawless 
logging. Wilderness violations. And the list 
goes on. 

Events like the recent oil spill demonstrate 
that we’ll have to work harder than ever 
this year to return balance and account-
ability to our forest. 

There may be even more surprises in store 
for the Los Padres in 2007, but one thing’s 
for certain: thanks to your support, Forest-
Watch will continue to lead the charge to 
protect our local backcountry.  

 

Last Fall, to celebrate ForestWatch’s second anniversary, we launched our annual mem-
bership drive with a goal of doubling our membership. 

We did it! In just two years, we’ve grown from a tiny group into an effective organization 
with a proven track record and more than 500 supporters from all over the region. Our 
members serve as the backbone of our organization, helping us serve as a powerful voice 
for your public lands. Thanks to your support, we’ll be able to build upon these successes 
throughout 2007 and beyond! 

A New Year’s Message 

ForestWatch: 500 Members Strong...and Counting! 
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Jeff Kuyper is the Executive 
Director of ForestWatch. 
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Thank You to Our Recent Supporters! 
We’d like to thank all of our new and existing members for your generous support during 
our Fall Membership Drive and throughout the holidays and New Year. Your support 
allows us to continue our important work in protecting your local forest. 

Scott Abbott  
Whitney Brooks Abbott 
Geoff & Sondra Aggeler 
Lesley Alexander 
Dolli Alexander 
Louis Andaloro 
Sheila & Lincoln Anderson 
Anonymous (9) 
George & Ellen Appel 
Terry Arousse 
Brooke & Everard  
     Ashworth 
Anna Jacobs & 
     Robert Auric 
Michael Avenali 
Sam Babcock 
Lawrence Badash 
John Ballantine 
Steven & Denice Barr 
Bettina Barrett 
James & Judith Barrett 
Beatrice Battier, Dr. Bat- 
     tier's Veterinary Clinic 
Jody Bauer 
Sue Anne Francis & 
    Cecil Baumgartner 
Luann Beach 
June & Shed Behar 
Robert & Joan Benedetti  
George Berg 
Bill & Shirley Bianchi 
Jim Blakley  
Jan & Mary Blakslee 
Merrily Weiss & Tom Bliss 
James Bloch 
Emily Boyes 
Karen Bradstreet 
Kimmis & Jill Brady 
Chipper Bro 
Tara Brown  
Cecilia Brown 
Peter Brown 
Janet Bruman 
Mike Brundage 
Doug & Lee Buckmaster  
Tom Budlong 
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     Adventures 
Casey Burns 
John Fisher & Mary Byrd 
Steven & Carla 
     Cabanatuan 
John Campilio 
Lois Capps  
Ayn Cates  
Reid & Robin Cederlof 
Thomas Chadwick 
Ralph "Norm" Channell 
Norene Charnofsky 
Paul & Anne Chesnut 
Lee Chiacos 
Darlene Chirman 
Alan Church 
Nancy Weiss & 
     Marc Chytilo 
Edward Everson & 
     Bridget Clancy 

Frederick Clegg 
Tim Coates 
Naomi Cohen 
Lynn Coleman 
Alan Coles  
Shan & Noreen Collins 
Kendall & Kay Conger 
Carolyn & Steve Conner 
Jody & Carl Cooper 
Ken Haggard & 
     Polly Cooper  
Mary Copperud 
Cornelia Corbett, Infinite  
     Playground LLC 
Kevin Corse  
Dr. Ian & Patricia Coster 
Karen Cotter 
John Cotton  
Natasha Todorovic & 
    Chris Cowan 
Eliot Cowan  
Wayne Cretin 
Rev. Paul & Margaret  
     Danielson  
B.D. & Liz Dautch 
Josh Davidson 
Mark Davis  
Arden Day  
Jan De Leeuw 
Nan Deal 
David & Glory DeCamp 
Lisa Dicey Brown & 
     Margaret Dicey 
Carol & David Dixon 
Peter Dolan 
Stephen Dougherty 
Wena Dows 
Peter Dullea 
Ann & David Dwelley 
Matthew & Marisa Fienup,  
     Earthworks LLC 
Neil & Barbara Elliott 
Clyde Eriksen 
Yvonne Esler 
Robert Failing MD 
Ken Falstrom 
Jeffrey & Theresa 
     Ferguson 
Tony Ferguson 
Tracy Ferbandez & 
     Hyla Fetler  
Michael Sanders & 
     Deborah Filipelli  
Joel & Vasanti Fithian  
Pamela Foley  
Ray Ford  
Peter Ford  
Nick Fotheringham 
Eric Wier & Laura Frank  
Cal & Louise French 
Judith Friend 
Carlos & Carol Frilot 
Greg Frugoli, Ecotones 
John Gallo  
Fred & Mary Galloway 
Francesca Galt 

Felipe Garcia 
David & Sandra Garth 
Steve & Kristy Giddings 
Dr. Mortimer Glasgal 
Dieter & Cynthia Goetze 
Catherine Graham 
Linda & Frank Granat 
Marian & Carl Greenfield 
Brigitte Gregg 
Rick & Joan Grue 
A.J. Gustin 
Michelle Gysan 
Janet Hamber 
Brian Hamilton 
Leo & Yvonne 
     Hammerschmitt 
John Hankins 
Rae Hanstad 
Linda & Irshard Haque 
Curtis Harrington 
Dorothea Harrington 
James Harrison 
Sue & Richard Harvey 
Neil & Ann Havlik 
John Heinsius 
Jann & Brian Hendry 
Gordon Hensley, EPI-Center/ 
     SLO Coastkeeper 
Esperanza Hernandez 
Kelly & Mark Hildner 
James J. Hill III 
Benjamin Hitz, Jr. 
Jim & Sharyn Main Hodgson 
Roger Hollanden 
Clifton Gore & Laurie Hope 
Tom & Julie Anne Hopkins 
Marjorie & Charles 
     Hoskinson 
Donn Howell 
Anna Huber  
Kathe Hustace 
Leo Ingle MD 
Jim & Susan Jackson  
Jennifer Jackson  
David Jacobs  
Scott Jaffke  
Gary Jenkins  
Ernest Jones  
Richard Jorgensen for 
     Mary Jo Maffessoli 
Pat Jump 
Michael Kearney  
Keep the Sespe Wild  
Holly Keifer  
Kalon Kelley  
Colin & Penelope Kelley  
Robert Kelly  
Kasey Kersnowski 
Eric Kingery  
Martha Lynn Kirby  
Matthew Kirk, in honor of  
     The Davidssons 
Betsy Kirkegaard 
Ed Kish  
Ines Talamantez & 
     Vernon Kjonegaard  

Jan Koch, 
     Pacific Travelers Supply 
Catherine Bos & Roy 
     Kochendorfer  
Ron Kopp  
Noel Korten  
Philip Krohn & Monica Bond 
Julie & Marc Kummel  
Dan & Joan Kuyper  
Terri Laine 
Ruth Lasell  
Don Lauer 
Mark Lefko 
Claudia Leidecker 
Hollis Lenderking 
Andy & Susan Lentz 
Pamela & John Leonard 
Valerie Levulett 
Barbara & Albert Lindemann 
Jim Little 
Dorothy Littlejohn 
Bruce Livingstone 
Karen Lockwood 
Dorothy & James Loebl 
Patricia & Dan Lomax 
Kathy Longacre 
J. Lynch 
Ken MacDonald 
Steven & Jan Howell Marx 
Justin Massey 
Terry Maul 
Deven May 
Janice & Thomas McCormick 
Edward & Karen McCoy 
Bob & LaVerne McDonnell 
Seyburn Zorthian & 
     Marc McGinnes 
James McGrew 
Kyle McIntosh 
Phil McKenna 
Marion McKenzie 
Carey & Jeffrey McKinnon 
Theresa Rumjahn & 
     Robert McLaughlin 
William & Kathleen McShea 
Ralph Mendershausen 
Karen Merriam 
Barton & Carol Millar 
Gloria & Rand Molnar 
John Monsen 
Brad Monsma 
Monterey Institute for 
     Research in Astronomy 
Kim & George Morales 
Deborah Morillo 
Kathleen & Chris Myers 
Lisa Myers 
Art Najera DDS 
Elizabeth Nansen 
Tamara Napier 
Edwin Pounder & Paulita Neal 
Kevin Dummer & Nikki Nedeff 
Yarrow Nelson 
Joe Nesbitt 
David Nesmith 
New Camaldoli Hermitage 

Judy Oberlander 
Elissa O’Brien 
Joan O'Keefe 
William J. Otto DVM 
Jack & Sheri Overall 
Dennis Palm 
Jon & Maria Parisen 
Carl Pecevich 
Lorna Pinassi 
Jamie Kinser & 
     Matthias Pippig 
Shiva Polefka 
Katharine Pond 
Rich Popchak 
David & Valerie Powdrell 
H. Lee Pratt 
Mel Price 
Patricia Puterbaugh 
Joel & Nereida Rieman 
Paul & Kathleen Rogers 
Kenneth & Monyque Rose 
Michele Rozo 
Gene Rubin Audio 
Jacquelyn Sander  
Joyce Sattler  
Jack Sawaske Landscape 
Arnie Schildhaus  
John & Thelma Schmidhauser 
Kris Schmidt  
Richard Schmidt  
Fred & Phyllis Schoen  
Jeannette Scott  
Carmen & Andrew Seligman 
Ilysia Shattuck 
John & Aida Shellabarger 
Susan & James Shields  
Iain Shigeoka  
Carol & Warren Sinsheimer 
Jim Sinton  
Michael & Irma Sixbey  
Ruston Slager  
Rain Perry & Bill Slaughter 

Kevin & Sheila O'Brien Snow 
Madeleine Sone  
Stephen Speer  
Paul Sperry  
Pete & Susan St. John  
Nancy & Brett Stearns  
Jack & Judy Stepelmann 
Martin Stevenson  
David Strahan, 
     Arcady Distributing 
Michael Summers  
Sylvia Swan  
David Swanson  
James Sweeney 
Helaina & Ron Takeda 
Rosemary & Michael Takeda 
Tassajara Zen Mountain Center 
Karen Telleen-Lawton 
Don Tidwell 
Rosita & Barney Tower 
Helene & John Vachet 
Jeff Van Bueren 
Arthur & Judy Vander 
Charles & Candia Varni 
Pat Veesart 
Ventana Wilderness Alliance 
Richard Vreeland 
Hilary & Roger Waldinger 
Stephen & Judy Walker 
Janet O'Connor & 
     Jeff Waxman 
Ed Wehan 
Judy Weisman 
Richard Welch 
Michael & Susan Wellborn 
Lornie White 
Priscilla & Roy Whittaker 
Stuart & Laura Wilson 
Alan Woodbury 
Theresa Yandell 
Kevin Young 
Robert & Katy Zappala 
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Trustees of the Forest 
 

Trustees of the Forest are our 
visionary supporters who  

contribute at least $1,000  
annually in unrestricted  
support to ForestWatch. 

 
These dedicated individuals 

ensure that we have the ability to 
confront environmental assaults 

on our public lands and to 
achieve vital protections for our 

most precious landscapes. 
 

Make a difference that will last 
lifetimes. Join the Trustees of the 

Forest today. 
 

For more information, contact us 
at (805) 252-4277 or 

info@LPFW.org 

Foundation 
Support 

Santa Barbara 
Foundation 

Rose Foundation 
for Communities 

and the Environment 

Fund for Santa Barbara 

The Tides Foundation’s 
California Wildlands 

Grassroots Fund 

Resources Legacy 
Fund Foundation 

Astrov Fund 

Wildlands CPR 

Fund for Wild Nature 

Norcross Wildlife 
Foundation 

Overall Family Foundation 

The Forest Trade Alliance 

Carol Gravelle Graphic Design 
Earthworks Rock Climbing School 
Giati Designs, Inc. 
Great Pacific IronWorks 
Island Seed & Feed 
Linnaea’s Café 
Pacific Travelers Supply 
Patagonia, Inc. 
The Thacher School 

Patagonia’s Salmon Run Benefits ForestWatch 
In November, more than three hundred 
runners and walkers participated in the 
13th Annual Salmon Run at Patagonia 
World Headquarters in Ventura, making it 
one of the largest and most successful 
events to date. 

This year, Patagonia donated all proceeds 
from the event to ForestWatch. The event 
raised more than $10,000 to support our 
local forest protection efforts! 

The 5k run/3k walk included awards for 
several age categories, and concluded 
with a raffle and silent auction featuring a 
beautiful painting of the Los Padres by 
local artist Whitney Brooks Abbott. Several 
nonprofit organizations set up information 
booths at the event. 

Special thanks go to Patagonia and its 
employees for organizing this event, and 
to Great Pacific IronWorks, Real Cheap 
Sports, and the many other event co-
sponsors. Thank you! 

We’re pleased to announce the charter mem-
bers of the Forest Trade Alliance, a group of 
local, sustainable businesses that care about 
the future of our local forest. Their generous 
donations help support our work. 

Do you own a local, sustainable business?  
Do you work for one? Contact us at (805) 
252-4277 or info@LPFW.org to find out 
how your company can join the Forest 
Trade Alliance with a tax-deductible dona-
tion to ForestWatch. 

We encourage our members to support 
these local businesses. When you go, be 
sure to thank them for their generous sup-
port of our forest protection efforts! 
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Defunct Dam Demolished to Benefit Endangered Steelhead 
A crew recently demolished a dam on Horse 
Creek — a tributary to the Sisquoc Wild & 
Scenic River in the Los Padres National For-
est — opening up more than five miles of 
critical habitat for endangered steelhead 
that has been blocked for nearly forty years. 

The Horse Canyon Dam was built in the mid-
1960s by Santa Barbara County Flood Con-
trol as an erosion control device following 
the Wellman Fire. The area behind the dam 
quickly became filled with sediment and by 
1969, it no longer served its intended pur-
pose. 

Horse Creek historically served as spawning 
and rearing habitat for southern steelhead, 
an endangered fish that has become so rare 
that it is now protected under federal law. 

With a crest of nearly 9 feet above the 
downstream channel bed, the dam was 
too tall for steelhead to jump, and com-
pletely blocked them from migrating up-
stream. A recent management plan for 
the Sisquoc Wild & Scenic River recom-
mended removal of the dam as a way to 
restore this river system. 

The "damolition" allows unobstructed mi-
gration of steelhead to the entire Horse 
Creek drainage and access to more than 
five miles of upstream habitat. Experts 
also hope that the removal of the dam will 
restore natural watershed functions and 
prevent downstream bank erosion and 
scour caused by the dam. The project was 
a cooperative effort involving several 
agencies and organizations. 

You’re Invited to Tour the Carrizo Plain National Monument 
On Saturday, March 24, travel with other friends of ForestWatch and 
the Wildling Art Museum in an air-conditioned bus from either Santa 
Barbara or Los Olivos to visit the Carrizo Plain National Monument, a 
unique desert-like ecosystem of some 250,000 acres adjacent to 
the Los Padres National Forest in southeastern San Luis Obispo 
County. The trip will include a stop at the Visitor Center where we will 
enjoy a picnic lunch, a visit to Painted Rock, “one of the more signifi-
cant examples of Native American rock painting in the world,” as 
well as a visit to the historic Goodwin Ranch, now managed by the 
Nature Conservancy, as well as unscheduled stops along the way for 
photographing wildflowers or other interesting flora and fauna. Bus 
departs around 8am and returns around 6pm. Cost is $60 mem-
bers, $80 nonmembers and includes bus, picnic and assorted 
snacks and beverages along the way. To reserve your seat, call the 
Wildling Art Museum today at (805) 688-1082.  

The Horse Creek Dam Removal 
Project was a cooperative effort 
with the Community Environmental 
Council, American Rivers, NOAA 
Fisheries, U.S. Forest Service, De-
partment of Fish & Game, Pacific 
States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion, CCC, and Stoecker Ecological 
Consulting. Below: Matt Stoecker, 
project coordinator, stands atop 
the Horse Creek Dam. Photos by 
Thomas B. Dunklin.  



Last Fall, a wildfire burned for nearly four 
weeks through chaparral and scattered 
forests in the steep and rugged terrain of 
the Sespe Wilderness in Ventura County. 
During the month-long fire, officials issued 
evacuation notices to residents in nearby 
communities, shut down roads and high-
ways, and closed large areas of the forest.  

By the time the fire was contained, it had 
burned 164,000 acres, or 254 square 
miles — the fifth largest fire in state his-

tory, covering about 
one-tenth of the entire 
Los Padres. Ironically, 
the second-largest fire 
also burned near here 
— the 220,000-acre 
Matilija Fire of 1932. 

Investigators have de-
termined that the fire 
was caused by some-
one burning debris in 
the forest. The fire de-
stroyed nine struc-

tures, including a modular home, a small 
cabin, outbuildings, barns, and trailers. As 
many as 4,788 personnel were assigned 
to the fire. ForestWatch thanks firefighters 
for their hard work in protecting nearby 
communities. 

Fire is a critical component of this ecosys-
tem, and many areas hadn’t burned in 
more than 80 years. While the area will 
look remarkably different over the next 
few years, regrowth has already begun, 
and nearly half of the area inside the fire 
perimeter had a low burn severity or was 
not burned at all. 

Extensive Damage By Heavy Equipment 

After containing the fire, Forest Service 
officials turned their focus to studying the 
impacts of the fire and restoring areas 
that were disturbed by firefighting equip-
ment. During the fire, bulldozers plowed 
163 miles of fire lines around the fire. 
These dozer lines will be much more diffi-

cult to restore than hand-cut lines, since 
the dozers rip up plants from the roots. 

The amount of chemical fire retardant 
dumped on the forest was astronomical—
one official described it as “painting the 
hills with fire retardant." Aircraft dropped 
at least 500,000 gallons of bright red re-
tardant, of great concern because some 
retardants degrade into toxic compounds 
that can kill fish and other aquatic wildlife. 

Impacts to Rare Wildlife 

The fire burned through half of the Sespe 
Condor Sanctuary, an area set aside to 
protect the endangered California condor. 
However, no condors were harmed during 
the fire, according to federal biologists. 

A population of Nelson’s bighorn sheep 
also resides in the burn area. Biologists 
spotted 28 bighorns after the fire, and the 
fire may benefit them by opening up new 
areas for foraging and reducing vegetative 
cover for mountain lions, their predators.  

The fire also burned habitat of other pro-
tected animals, including arroyo toad, red-
legged frog, and steelhead, mainly in the 
Sespe Creek watershed. Biologists remain 
concerned that winter rains could add 
excessive amounts of sediment into 
creeks, affecting breeding areas and 
other habitat for these rare animals.  

Public Closures Continue Through Spring 

During the fire’s peak, officials closed all 
forestlands in Ventura and Kern counties 
and portions in Santa Barbara county. 

The size of the closure area has been re-
duced, but the public is still barred from 
entering the burn area. Officials want to 
protect the fragile burn area through win-
ter and have concerns about public safety 
due to a serious mudslide risk. Visitors 
may be able to return to the area later this 
Spring to witness the return of the wild 
Sespe backcountry as it regenerates from 
ashes. 
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WILDFIRE 
TRANSFORMS 
THE SESPE  



by Brad Monsma 

I’ve been through this before. Smoke rid-
ing hot winds and catching in the back of 
my throat. Vague news reports naming 
only the Los Padres or The Sespe Wilder-
ness when I want to know which moun-
tains, which drainages. Phone conversa-
tions with friends who know the back-
country, the canyons and streams and 
quiet places that hold the creatures we 
love. These places hold our hearts, too, 
and when the fire goes big our imagina-
tions flare up with it. 

When the Wolf Fire burned north of Rose 
Valley in 2002, I went through the whole 
cycle of emotions, and maybe that pre-
pared me for the Day Fire. But the fire this 
time was of a different scale. I followed 
the maps as the Day Fire moved through 
the territory I knew best. I rehearsed eve-
rything I knew about chaparral fire ecology 
and wondered whether the truisms about 
the benefits of fire still hold in something 
this big. Once the fire was out, the maps 
didn’t prepare me to stand on the ridge 
looking down toward Sespe Creek. Dried 
up streams creased black folds in the na-
ked hills, a few unlikely patches of brush 
surviving to make the contrast shocking. 
Dust storms kicked up on the wind, cast-
ing a haze over the whole valley. 

Down below, the Sespe flowed clear as 
ever, lined by healthy sycamores and cot-
tonwoods, waiting for the rains to bring 
down startling amounts of sediment. The 
rain so far has been relatively gentle this 
season, but even so I suspect my favorite 
trails are returning to the angle of repose. 
It may soon be harder to move through 
the backcountry. The Sespe just got a lit-
tle wilder. 

Still, earlier fires have taught me that the 
view from above has its limits. You need 

to take a closer look. Everywhere out 
there soft shoots of chamise are rising 
from blackened nubs. Scrub oak is root 
sprouting and giant wild rye is coming up 
along the creek banks. It’s easy to miss 
the beginnings of new life when looking 
over miles of burn. But it’s there. 

The fire changed the Sespe, and the 
change will continue. Now we have the 
chance to watch each season’s new 
growth, to chart the river’s response to 
sediment, to track critters and look for 
steelhead in deep pools. Maybe we’ll have 
the chance to help rebuild a trail or to col-
lect the trash laid bare by the burn. The 
news might not be all good, but it’s certain 
to be the show of a lifetime. 

Author Brad Monsma is a ForestWatch board 
member and author of The Sespe Wild: Southern 
California’s Last Free River. 

After the Burn: A New Day in the Sespe Wilderness 
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Clockwise, from top left: (1) a helicopter takes off from Thorn Lookout; (2) a 
dozer line along Nordhoff Ridge; (3) an unburned area inside the fire perimeter; 
(4) new growth sprouting from the ashes; and (5) a barren hillside. 



In a precedent-setting decision, officials 
have agreed to scale back a logging plan 
for the Figueroa Mountain Recreation 
Area. The agreement comes after Forest-
Watch, the Center for Biological Diversity 
and dozens of local residents expressed 
concerns about the fate of the mountain’s 
majestic old growth forests and wildlife. 

Figueroa Mountain is one of our region’s 
most popular forests. Rising above the 
scenic Santa Ynez Valley wine country, it’s 
a place of ancient big cone Douglas firs 
and ponderosa pines, mountain streams, 
a campground, and nature trails surround-
ing a picnic area. Winter brings an occa-
sional dusting of snow; springtime heralds 
dazzling displays of poppies and lupines. 

Officials have been concerned about the 
health of this forest, citing decades of fire 
suppression that has caused the timber 
stands to become overgrown. If a wildfire 
hit the area, officials feared that it would 
burn too intensely for any trees to sur-
vive. But these good intentions trans-
lated into a very bad — and very big — 
logging plan.  

An Environmental Assessment 

The Forest Service eventually disclosed 
that it planned to cut trees as large as 
thirty inches in diameter – trees so big 
that it would take two people holding 
hands to wrap their arms around them. 
In all, 80% of the trees on Figueroa 
Mountain were slated for removal – 
hardly something that would promote a 
healthy forest. Even worse, the agency 
announced its intent to approve the log-
ging without preparing an Environmental 
Assessment.  

ForestWatch notified the agency that an 
EA was required by law. Eventually, offi-
cials agreed to prepare a full EA for this 
project—a critical first step towards pub-
lic disclosure and an improved project. 

Our Forest Health Alternative 

ForestWatch also suggested an alterna-
tive plan that we developed in coordina-
tion with experts in fire ecology. Our plan 
prohibited removing any trees larger than 
12-16 inches in diameter (half the size of 
the Forest Service’s original proposal). It 
would achieve all of the agency’s forest 
health goals without all the incidental – 
yet serious – damage caused by an inten-
sive clearing and thinning operation. 

ForestWatch convinced the agency to con-
sider our alternative alongside their origi-
nal proposal. During the public comment 
period, 78 concerned citizens – including 
environmentalists, former firefighters, 
nearby cabin owners, and others – wrote 
letters to the agency, asking officials to 
scale back the proposal. 

A Precedent-Setting Decision 

Thanks to your efforts, the Forest Service 
has decided to impose a 12” diameter 
limit across most of the project area, and 
has agreed to other protections as well. 
What began as a plan to cut trees “of all 
ages and sizes” without any public disclo-
sure or environmental review, now has an 
EA and dozens of protective measures. 
Not all our concerns were addressed, but 
the agency made enough improvements 
to convince us not to appeal the project at 
this time. ForestWatch commends local 
Forest Service officials for their willing-
ness to work with us to make needed im-
provements to this project. 

The decision to adopt strict diameter lim-
its has forest-wide implications, setting a 
precedent for five other thinning plans 
covering more than 7,300 acres on Mt. 
Pinos, Frazier Mountain, and Pine Moun-
tain. ForestWatch will continue to demand 
strong protections for our local forests. 
For now, though, we can all rest assured 
that the old growth trees that stand sentry 
on Figueroa Mountain will remain. 
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ForestWatch Protects Figueroa Mountain from Lawless Logging 



Oil Spill Covers Forest in Sludge (from the front page) 
As many as 78 workers have been work-
ing for more than two weeks with earthen 
berms, suction trucks, floatation devices, 
and absorbent pads to clean up the spill. 
Officials predicted that cleanup efforts 
could take several more days. 

After the spill occurred, we uncovered re-
ports of dozens of spills in this area, in-
cluding two in or near the Los Padres in 
the last two years alone. In November 
2005, the company spilled more than 
200 gallons of crude oil in the adjacent 
Hopper Mountain National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Earlier that same year, Vintage 
dumped more than 600 gallons of crude 

oil and wastewater into Maple Creek, also 
in the Los Padres forest. 

The company vowed to inspect all waste-
water lines in the forest to determine 
whether they needed replacement. With 
your support, ForestWatch will continue to 
monitor the spill to ensure adequate 
cleanup, and will demand additional pro-
tections to prevent future spills. 
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Rocks along the creek 
bank are covered in 
sludge while globs of 
oil float downstream. 
Workers in hazmat 
suits use flotation 
devices, absorbent 
pads, and a suction 
hose to remove the oil 
from the creek. 



The famed Big Sur coastline is the crown 
jewel of the northern Los Padres National 
Forest, stretching along some of the 
state’s most dramatic shoreline. Highway 
1 takes travelers on a winding journey by 
numerous trails that provide access to the 
Ventana and Silver Peak wilderness ar-
eas. Habitat abounds for steelhead and 
the endangered Smith’s blue butterfly. 

It’s also the site of eight commercial live-
stock grazing allotments. For six years, 
conservation groups have made an ear-
nest effort to work toward convincing the 
U.S. Forest Service to respect and follow 
the federal Wilderness Act and other laws 
as they pertain to commercial livestock 
grazing on these eight allotments. 

Countless volunteer hours have been 
spent analyzing proposals and documen-
tation, surveying the landscape, submit-
ting public comments, and preparing no 
fewer than three administrative appeals, 
with assistance from the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity. In 2004, ForestWatch 
joined these efforts, urging the Forest Ser-
vice to improve the management of these 
allotments. 

In 2005, officials finalized their plans by 
denying our third appeal (the first two 
were successful), and the bag is mixed.  

First, the good news: The Buckeye allot-
ment in the Silver Peak Wilderness and 

the Twitchell allot-
ment in the Ven-
tana Wilderness 
have been offi-
cially dropped 
from the grazing 
system as a result 
of our concerns 
and vociferous 
input. This is an 
agency action that 
we applaud and 
support. Similarly, 

the Torre allotment will not be stocked at 
this time, and must undergo further envi-
ronmental review prior to any cattle use. 
Grazing will continue on the Gorda, San 
Carpoforo, Alder and Salmon Creek allot-
ments under new guidelines. 

But the issue isn't over just yet. One pro-
posed allotment, the Kozy Kove in the 
Silver Peak Wilderness, is still in dispute. 
In September, ForestWatch joined forces 
with the Ventana Wilderness Alliance, Si-
erra Club, and Wilderness Watch in filing a 
lawsuit against the U.S. Forest Service for 
violations of the Wilderness Act and Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act. 

Once an area is protected as Wilderness, 
grazing can continue there only if permits 
are in place at the time of designation, a 
provision which we respect. But on the 
Kozy Kove, no permits had ever existed 
and grazing hadn't taken place for well 
over a decade, and never under federal 
ownership. Initiating grazing there now, 
within the Silver Peak Wilderness, violates 
the spirit of the Wilderness Act. The Forest 
Service chose to ignore these facts even 
though they were fully explained to them 
in our appeals, so the only available rem-
edy to protect wilderness is the courts.  

Our complaint was filed in September in 
Federal District Court in San Francisco. A 
decision on the case is expected later this 
year. While we’re hopeful that our dis-
agreement can be settled, we’re ready 
and willing to go the distance in defense 
of Wilderness. We’re being represented in 
this case by attorney Pete Frost of the 
Western Environmental Law Center, and 
would like to thank him and his organiza-
tion for all their help and concern. 

Author Boon Hughey is a Director Emeritus of the 
Ventana Wilderness Alliance and a ForestWatch 
member. This article was excerpted from the 
VWA’s Fall 2006 Ventana Wilderness Watch. 

ForestWatch Files Suit to Protect Big Sur Coastal Wilderness 
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The Kozy Kove provides unique 
recreation opportunities in a 
coastal wilderness, as well as 
habitat for rare wildlife, including 
this mountain lion.. 
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Highway 33—Scenic Highway or Industrial Haul Route? (from the front page) 
The Ozena Sand & Gravel Mine, on Lock-
wood Valley Road just east of Highway 33,  
is seeking to double production. The other 
existing mine, operated by GPS River Rock 
Products, is seeking a ten-year extension. 

Highway 33 is the only designated Scenic 
Byway in the Los Padres National Forest, 
and one of only four in all of southern Cali-
fornia. It’s a popular route for drivers, bicy-
clists, and motorcyclists, taking travelers 
from the Ojai Valley through the spectacu-
lar Sespe Wild & Scenic River gorge and 
cresting Pine Mountain Summit before 
descending down into the rural Cuyama 
Valley. 

Currently, more than one hundred haul 
trucks pass through the forest on an aver-
age day. If approved, these proposals 
could increase truck traffic by 300%. 

Such an increase would be incompatible 
with the scenic character of this corridor, 
and would interfere with visitors who 
come here to seek a quiet outdoor recrea-
tion experience. It would also interfere 
with efforts to protect an additional 12-
mile stretch of Sespe Creek as a Wild & 
Scenic River. 

With your support, we 
submitted a letter urging 
County officials to ana-
lyze the impacts to the 
scenic and recreational 
qualities of the Highway 
33 corridor. ForestWatch 
also organized a town 
meeting in Ojai attended 
by more than 130 con-
cerned citizens. The 
meeting featured speak-
ers from several groups 
concerned about additional truck traffic, 
including the Ojai Chamber of Com-
merce, the Ventura County Economic 
Development Association, Ojai Mayor 
Carol Smith, Ventura County Supervi-
sor Steve Bennett, the Ojai School 
District, Highway 33 residents, and 
Cuyama Valley farmers and landown-
ers. 

The Diamond Rock mine could come 
up for a vote as early as this Spring. 
ForestWatch will continue to demand 
strong protections for the scenic and 
recreational character along Highway 
33.  
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Field Notes — Highway 33, the Jacinto Reyes Scenic Byway 
The Jacinto Reyes National Forest Scenic Byway takes 
travelers through some of the most picturesque and di-
verse terrain in southern California. For 38 miles, the 
highway winds its way through the 
remote backcountry of the Los 
Padres National Forest, from the 
edge of the Ojai Valley through 
Sespe Gorge, over Pine Mountain 
Summit, and eventually descend-
ing into the upper Cuyama Valley. 

When the highway first opened in 
1933, it was called the Maricopa 
Road, providing a more direct 
route from the Central Valley to 
the coast. Today, the scenic byway 
is named after one of the first 
rangers of what is now the Los Padres National Forest.  

Today, Scenic Highway 33 remains a two-land road, serv-
ing as a popular access route to three wilderness areas 
— the Dick Smith, the Sespe, and the Matilija — as well 
as two designated recreation areas at Pine Mountain and 
Rose Valley. Hiking, biking, and equestrian trails lead 
from the highway to well-known areas like Cozy Dell, Mid-
dle Sespe, Potrero John, Chorro Grande, Bear Canyon, 
and Boulder Canyon. 

At Wheeler Gorge, the road passes through three tunnels 
at the base of sharp cliffs along the boulder-strewn banks 
of North Fork Matilija Creek. The dramatic white sand-

stone outcroppings at Piedra 
Blanca come into view as the high-
way drops down into the Sespe 
Creek watershed. Sespe Gorge, a 
popular rock climbing area, is for-
mally recommended for protection 
under the federal Wild & Scenic 
Rivers Act. At Pine Mountain Sum-
mit , the road climbs to more than 
5,000 feet in elevation — nearly a 
mile high. Along the way, the land-
scape changes from lush riparian 
areas to chaparral and large old-
growth Douglas fir and ponderosa 

pines before descending down into the Cuyama Valley. 

We highly recommend A Traveler’s Guide to Califor-
nia’s Scenic Highway 33...from Ojai to Cuyama, written by 
E.R. “Jim” Blakely. Copies are available online at the For-
estWatch Trading Post at www.LPFW.org/tradingpost.htm 
or we’d be happy to take your order over the phone at 
(805) 252-4277.  Proceeds benefit ForestWatch’s forest 
protection efforts. 
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