
2006 Annual Report

ForestWatch is a local, community-based 
nonprofit organization working to protect 
and restore the natural and cultural heritage 
of the Los Padres National Forest and other 
public lands along California’s Central Coast 
through innovative field work, scientific    
collaboration, and legal advocacy.



From the Executive Director and Board President

In 2006, Los Padres ForestWatch was at the center of nearly every key battle to preserve 
public lands along California’s Central Coast. While only in our second year, ForestWatch 
continued to grow, delivering key victories that kept our local forests, rivers, wildlife habitat, 
scenic landscapes, and communities intact.

Demonstrating the ongoing effectiveness of citizen participation, we worked with rural 
landowners to protect more than 10,000 acres from being auctioned off to the oil industry in 
the remote Cuyama Valley, and challenged another plan to expand oil drilling across more 
than 52,000 acres of the Los Padres – a plan that would produce less than a day’s supply 
of oil at great cost to our region’s wild places.

We protected Figueroa Mountain from a lawless logging proposal, convincing the   
Forest Service to significantly scale back the project. ForestWatch secured protections for 
the large old-growth trees that make this area unique, setting a precedent for similar pro-
posals across the forest.

Our successes also extended into the Carrizo Plain National Monument, where we 
halted an oil tycoon’s proposal to drill for oil inside the national monument, protecting  
thousands of acres from future oil development. ForestWatch was also instrumental in 
urging the federal government to include better science and public input in the long-term 
visioning process for the monument.

And we ensured accountability from federal land management agencies, actively 
participating in the decision-making process and improving the way these agencies  
manage the public’s lands. In 2006, we tracked more than twenty projects, submitted  
fifteen comment letters and thirteen formal information requests, and filed five appeals and, 
as a last resort, four strategic lawsuits to uphold our nation’s environmental protection laws 
when the agencies refused to do so.

Day after day, ForestWatch worked to protect and restore the region’s local forestlands, 
acting as the eyes and ears of the forest and spending countless hours in the field, 
documenting the environmental damage that occurs during times of dwindling budgets, 
unfriendly politics, and bureaucratic oversight.

Thanks to your support, we were able to deliver these key victories. Our members are 
the lifeblood of our organization, and during 2006, ForestWatch grew to more than five  
hundred members and supporters from every community surrounding the forest…and 
beyond!  In a short amount of time, ForestWatch has quickly established itself as one of the 
region’s premier conservation forces.

As we look back over the year, we remain committed to our unique role in the protection 
of our local backcountry.  We are in it for the long haul. You can count on us continuing 
our efforts in 2007 and beyond.

As always, your loyal and generous support allows us to serve as a powerful and inde-
pendent advocate on behalf of the wild forests, free-flowing rivers, rolling grasslands, arid 
deserts, and the creatures that inhabit these wondrous places. We appreciate your confi-
dence in our efforts to protect and restore our beautiful backcountry

Jeff Kuyper
Executive Director 

Michael Summers
Board President

Philip Tseng
Board Secretary/Treasurer

Brad Monsma
Board Member

Jennifer Jackson
Board Member

Pat Veesart
Board Member

Michelle Tollett
Board Member 

Vickie Hormuth
GIS

Collin Pavelchik
Conservation Intern

Samantha Kannry
Conservation Intern

Ed Ruwe
Law Clerk

Report Design: Carol Gravelle Graphic Design

Jeff Kuyper Michael Summers



Protecting Wildlife and Wild Places 
from Runaway Oil Development
In 2006, ForestWatch continued efforts to protect our 
region’s national treasures from an influx of oil devel-
opment. After the U.S. Forest Service approved a plan 
to double the amount of oil development in the  
Los Padres National Forest, we were the only local 
organization to take a stand, filing a one-hundred page 
appeal. Alarmingly, the plan allowed drilling to come 
dangerously close to four wilderness areas, a wildlife 
refuge, and a sanctuary set aside to protect the  
California condor—one of the world’s most endangered 
birds. Our challenge served as the last line of defense 

against such senseless 
development, setting the 
stage for an eventual legal 
showdown to permanently 
protect some of the forest’s 
most precious wild places.  

ForestWatch also pre-
vented attempts by an oil 
tycoon to drill an explor-
atory well at the base of 
the Caliente Range inside 
the Carrizo Plain National Monument, adjacent to the 
national forest in San Luis Obispo County. The drilling 
company quietly withdrew its plans, and eventually,   
the oil lease expired. If drilling had proceeded, the 
lease-holder could have eventually developed all 3,500 
acres in the area. For now, these lands are safe from 
development.

Working With Rural Communities
ForestWatch and rural landowners in the Cuyama      
Valley celebrated a tremendous victory in 2006, protect-
ing more than 10,000 remote acres from a controversial 
oil lease sale. The federal government had auctioned 
these leases to oil companies for as little as $2 per acre, 
and didn’t even take the courtesy of notifying nearby 
landowners. ForestWatch took charge and alerted doz-
ens of affected landowners. “The prospect of oil rigs, 
pipelines and roads tearing up the landscape is devastat-
ing,” explained one resident. “If it weren’t for Forest-
Watch, I wouldn’t have known about it,” said another.

Along with pressure from landowners, our compel-
ling scientific and legal concerns forced the agency to 
ultimately remove the controversial leases from the  
auction block. We held these agencies accountable,  
saving the frontiers of some of our region’s most spec-
tacular natural treasures.
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Protecting Coastal Wilderness    
and Wild Rivers
More than a thousand miles of pristine mountain 
streams flow through the Los Padres National For-
est, providing important habitat and a source of clean 
water for local communities. ForestWatch worked in 
2006 to ensure that these 
rivers remained clean and 
free-flowing. We suc-
cessfully challenged an 
oil company proposal to 
pump more than three 
million gallons of water 
per year from the water-
shed of Sespe Creek, a 
Congressionally-protected 
Wild & Scenic River.  We 
also defeated a back-door 
attempt to give away 
nearly one mile of Piru 
Creek—which the Forest 
Service has recommended 

for Wild & Scenic protection—to a local water district.  
The famed Big Sur coastline is the crown jewel of the 
northern Los Padres National Forest, stretching along 
some of the state’s most dramatic and rugged shore-
line.  It’s also the site of eight commercial livestock 
grazing allotments, and in 2006, ForestWatch joined a 
multi-year effort aimed at bringing one of these areas—
called the Kozy Kove—into compliance with the federal 
Wilderness Act of 1964.

Safeguarding Our Local Forests
In a precedent-setting decision, ForestWatch last year 
convinced officials to dramatically scale back a logging 
plan for Figueroa Mountain in Santa Barbara County.  
Under the guise of “wildfire protection,” the Forest 
Service proposed cutting more than 80% of the trees 
on Figueroa Mountain, including trees up to thirty 
inches in diameter—trees so big that two people hold-
ing hands could barely wrap their arms around the 
trunk.  Even worse, officials nearly approved the project 
without preparing an environmental assessment—an 
important study that was required by law.

Because of pressure  
from ForestWatch and our 
supporters, the agency 
agreed to consider an      
alternative plan. Our alter-
native prohibited remov-
ing any trees larger than 
twelve inches in diameter, 
half of the size of the origi-
nal proposal. During the 
public comment period, 
we encouraged more than 
78 concerned citizens—       
including environmental-
ists, former firefighters, 
nearby cabin owners, and 
others—to ask officials to 
scale back the project.

The Forest Service ultimately agreed to adopt our 
strict limits, and to incorporate other protections as 
well.  What began as a plan to cut trees “of all ages 
and sizes” without any environmental assessment, 
now benefits from a study and dozens of protective 
measures, setting a precedent for five other thinning 
projects.  ForestWatch will continue to demand strong 
protections for our local forests.
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2006 Financial Report

Income Sources 

 Donations and Membership – 60% 

 Foundation Grants –  34% 

 Recaptured Court Costs –  3% 

 Miscellaneous –  2% 

Expenses 

 Program – 80% 

 Administration – 7% 

 Fundraising – 13% 

 

Income Sources 

 Donations and Membership $46,478.19 

 Foundation Grants $26,700.00 

 Recaptured Court Costs   $2,484.00 

 Miscellaneous   $1,917.25 

 Total 2006 Income $77,579.44

 

Salmon Run
In November 2006, more than three hundred runners 
and walkers participated in the 13th Annual Salmon 
Run at Patagonia World Headquarters in Ventura, 
maing it one of the largest and most successful events 
to date. Patagonia donated all proceeds from the 
event—more than $10,000—to ForestWatch, support-
ing our forest protection efforts!  

60%
34%

3%2%

80%

13%
7%

Photograph by: Jim Little



Trustees of the Forest  
($1,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Mary Ellen Barilotti & Frank Lauran
Doug & Lee Buckmaster
Jan Koch
Ruth Lasell
Michael Mulligan
Jack & Sheri Overall
Mark Singer
Martin Stevenson

Wilderness Guardians  
($500+)
Holly Blackwell
Jeff Kuyper
Sara Miller McCune
Brad Monsma
Mike Summers & Maureen Hayes
Pat Veesart

Backcountry Advocates  
($100+)
Anonymous (2)
Brooke & Everard Ashworth
Michael Avenali
Luann Beach
Susan Bee
June & Shed Behar
Robert & Joan Benedetti
Cynthia Boche 
Kimmis & Jill Brady
Cecilia Brown
Michael Brundage
Matt Buckmaster
Tom Budlong
Gary Bulla & Theresa Bulla-Richards
Robin & Reid Cederlof
Frances & Thomas Chadwick
Darlene & Savelly Chirman
Alan Coles
Carolyn & Steve Conner
Alasdair Coyne
Paul Culbert
Robert & Alice Culbertson
Reverend Paul & Margaret Danielson
Nancy de L’Arbre
Chris Dille
Catherine & Don Dishion
Matthew & Marisa Fienup
Joel & Vasanti Fithian
Laura Frank
Judith Friend
Greg & Jennifer Frugoli, Ecotones
Dieter & Cynthia Goetze
Eileen Gray
Sheila Harman 

Sue & Richard Harvey
Matt Hayden, Professional Gardening  
 Systems
Gordon Hensley, EPI-Center
Tom & Julie Anne Hopkins
Kathe Hustace
Scott Jaffke
Penny Maines & Knute Johnson
Ernest Jones
Keep the Sespe Wild
Kalon & Karen Kelley
Colin & Penelope Kelley
Ed Kish
Mary Ellen Klee
Noel & Christina Korten
Dan & Joan Kuyper
Hollis Lenderking
Dorothy Loebl
Sharyn Main & Jim Hodgson
Justin Massey
Lily McClintock
Janice & Thomas McCormick
James McGrew
Phil McKenna
Theresa Rumjahn & Robert McLaughlin
John Monsen
Monterey Institute for Research in   
 Astronomy
Paula Steinmetz & Allan Morton
Kathleen & Chris Myers
New Camaldoli Hermitage
Paul Niedringhaus
Joan O’Keefe
William J Otto DVM
Rain Perry & Bill Slaughter
Linnaea Phillips
Katharine Pond
David & Valerie Powdrell
H. Lee Pratt
Joan Roberts
Jack Sawaske
Celia & Peter Scott
Carol & Warren Sinsheimer
Ruston Slager
Pete & Susan St. John
Jack & Judy Stapelmann
Nancy & Brett Stearns
John Swanson
David Swanson
Tassajara Zen Mountain Center
Don Tidwell
Michelle Tollett
Philip Tseng
Bill Turley
Charles & Candia Varni
Howard Wade
Richard Welch
Dr. Robert & Katy Zappala

Stewards ($50+)
Geoff & Sondra Aggeler
Louis Andaloro
Anonymous
John Ballantine
Bettina Barrett
Beatrice Battier, Dr. Battier’s   
 Veterinary Clinic
Cecil Baumgartner
Dr. David Baxter
Wayne Beckman
Jan & Mary Blakslee
Thomas Bliss & Merrily Weiss
Peter Brown
Ralph “Norm” Channell
Alan Church
Marc Chytilo & Nancy Weiss
Bridget Clancy
Shan Collins
Cornelia Corbett, Infinite   
 Playground LLC
Dr. Ian & Patricia Coster
Karen Cotter
Natasha Todorovic & Chris Cowan
Willy & Nancy Hill Cunha
Rita & John Dalessio
B.D. & Liz Dautch
Arden Day
Jan de Leeuw
Nan Deal
Stephen Dougherty
Peter Dullea
Dr. Robert Failing
Hyla Fetler & Tracy Fernandez
Ray Ford
Cal & Letty French
Carlos & Carol Kelsey Frilot
Francesca Galt 
Peter Galvin
David & Sandra Garth
A.J. Gustin
James & Mary Harrison
Neil & Ann Havlik
Pam & John Heatherington
John Heinsius
Greg Helms
Jann & Brian Hendry
Benjamin Hitz, Jr.
Clifford & Mary Hopson
Marjorie & Charles Hoskinson
Anna Huber
David Jacobs
Richard Jorgensen
Holly Keifer
Ray King
Eric Kingery
Julie & Marc Kummel
Don Lauer

Mark Lefko
Ken MacDonald & Rachel Haymon
Steven & Jan Howell Marx
Terry Lee Maul
Bob & LaVerne McDonnell
Marc McGinnes & Seyburn Zorthian
Carey & Jeff McKinnon
William & Kathleen McShea
Karen Merriam
Carol & Barton Millar 
Deborah Morillo
Sherry Mueller
Art Najera DDS
Yarrow Nelson
David Nesmith
Jacquelyn Paul
Carl Pecevich
Fred Barthold & Iris Peterson
Lyn & James Pett
Ken & Jo Rogers
Gene Rubin, Gene Rubin Audio
Jacquelyn Sander
Alice & Sheldon Sanov
Jeannette Scott
Jim Sinton
Kevin & Sheila O’Brien Snow
Madeleine Sone
Rosemary & Michael Takeda
Jeff Van Bueren
Art & Judy Vander
Stephen & Judy Walker
David Wass, Insurance Services
Judy Weisman
Michael & Susan Wellborn
Lornie White
Stuart & Laura Wilson
Keith Zandona 

Members (Under $50)
Scott Abbott
Whitney Brooks Abbott &   
 Murray McTigue
Evan Albright
Dolli Alexander
Lesley Alexander
Gene Anderson
Sheila & Lincoln Anderson
Anonymous (7)
George & Ellen Appel
Terry Arousse
Sam Babcock
Lawrence Badash
Joseph Baird
James & Judith Barrett
Jack & Nancy Koren Barsman
Jody Bauer
Larry Bennett
Bill & Shirley Bianchi
Theresa Blackner
Elizabeth Blackwelder
E.R. “Jim” Blakley
James Bloch
Emily Boyes
Karen Bradstreet
Wanda Branich

Donors
The Board and staff of Los Padres ForestWatch gratefully acknowledge the donors 
listed here who contributed gifts of $20 or more to our work in 2006. Your  
support strengthened our ability to protect and restore our local wild places.



	
Chipper Bro
Lisa Brown & Margaret Dicey
Tara Brown
Janet Bruman
Casey Burns
Mary Byrd & John Fisher
Steven & Carla Cabanatuan
John Campilio
Lois Capps
Ayn Cates
Steve Chambers
Norene Charnofsky
Paul & Anne Chesnut
Lee Chiacos
James Childress
Andrew Christie
Frederick Clegg
Tim Coates, Real Cheap Sports
Naomi Carol Dinces Cohen
Lynn Coleman
Terri Compost
Kay & Kendall Conger
Sonia & Kevin Connors
Polly Cooper & Ken Haggard,   
 San Luis Sustainability Group
Jody & Carl Cooper
Mary Copperud
Kevin Corse
John Cotton
Victoria & Eliot Cowan
Julia Craig
Wayne Cretin
Paul Cronshaw DC
Brigitte Cullem
Josh Davidson
Mark Davis
David & Glory Decamp
Bill Denneen
David & Carol Dixon
Wena Dows
David & Ann Dwelley
Neil & Barbara Elliott
Jack Ellwanger, The Pelican Network
Clyde Eriksen
Yvonne Esler
Ken Falstrom
Jeffrey & Theresa Ferguson
Tony Ferguson
Deborah Filipelli & Michael Sanders
Peter Ford
Nick Fotheringham
Kira Fuchs
Alexander Gagnon
John Gallo
Fred & Mary Galloway
Dave Garcia
Dorothy Geisler
Steve & Kristy Giddings
Tim Gill
Mortimer Glasgal
LaDonna & William Graham
Catherine Graham
Marian & Carl Greenfield
Brigette Gregg 
Judith Bomar Grindstaff
Rick & Joan Grue

Michelle Gysan
Dennis Hadenfeldt
Brian Halvorsen
Jan Hamber
Brian Hamilton
Leo Hammerschmitt
John Hankins
Rae Hanstad
Irshard & Linda Haque
Dorothea Harrington
Curtis Harrington
Cheryl Lee Harris
Jerry Hatchett
Tony & Natalie Hernandez
Kelly & Mark Hildner
James Hill III
Roger Hollanden
Laurie Hope & Clifton Gore
Donn Howell
Boon Hughey
Geary Hund
Terence Hurt
Leo Ingle MD
Jennifer Jackson
Jim & Susan Jackson
Paul Jenkin
Gary Jenkins
Angelica Jochim
Donna & Bob Jordan
Pat Jump, Pat Jump & Associates
Michael Kearney
Robert Kelly
Kasey Kersnowski
Martha Lynn Kirby
Matthew Kirk
Betsy Kirkegaard
Vernon Kjonegaard & Ines Talamantez
Walter & Ingeborg Knapp
Penny Knowles
Roy Kochendorfer & Catherine Bos
Ronald Kopp
Helene & John Kunsemiller
Terri Laine
Claudia Leidecker
Michael Leiner
Susan & Andy Lentz
Antonio Rosales Leon
John & Pamela Leonard
Valerie Levulett
Barbara Lindemann
Jim Little
Dorothy Littlejohn
Bruce Livingstone
Karen Lockwood
Patricia & Dan Lomax
Kathy Longacre
John & Constance Lynch
Michael Lyons
Mary Jo Maffessoli
Frances Shannon Marsh
Charaline & Frank Maxim
Deven May
Wally McCall
Karon & Edward McCoy
Kyle McIntosh
Marion McKenzie

Ralph Mendershausen
Ed Mercurio
Jeanne Michaels
Jon Miller
Ruth Miller, Nature’s Studio   
 Photography
Kim & George Morales
James Mullins
Lisa Myers
Babak Naficy
Dunivant Nakasone
Elizabeth Nansen
Tamara Napier
Dr. Paulita Neal & Edwin Pounder
Nikki Nedeff & Kevin Dummer
Mark Neely
Judy Oberlander
Elissa O’Brien
Peter “Raven” Olmos
Helen Olson
Linda & Terence O’Neill
Timothy Owens
Ken & Alex Palley
Dennis Palm
Farion & Kent Pearce
Doug Peters
Carol Pierce
Lorna Pinassi
Matthias Pippig & Jamie Kinser
Shiva Polefka
Karen Poling
Rich Popchak
Randall Post
Mel Price
Patricia Puterbaugh
Ward Rafferty, Jr.
Kathy Richards
Joel & Nereida Rieman
Paul & Kathleen Rogers
Kenneth & Monyque Rose
Michele Rozo
Valerie Ryden
Nancy Sandburg
Joyce Sattler
Arnie Schildhaus
Kris & Juanita Schmidt
Richard Schmidt
Fred & Phyllis Schoen
Lorraine Schulmeister
Andrew & Carmen Seligman
John & Aida Shellabarger
Stuart Sherman
Susan & James Shields
Iain Shigeoka
Sierra Club - Los Padres Chapter
Michael & Irma Sixbey
Ernestine Smith
Loren & Linda Solin
Stephen Speer
Paul Sperry
Ann Stockdill
Tom Suk
Sylvia Swan
Peter Swanson
James Sweeney
Helaina & Ron Takeda

Vera Topinka
Rosita & Barney Tower
Brian Trautwein
Will Tyburczy
Greg & Erica Vaughn
Paula Velsey
Ventana Wilderness Alliance
Richard Vreeland
Hilary & Roger Waldinger
Jeff Waxman
Ed Wehan
Jeff White
Priscilla & Roy Whittaker
Lloyd Wiens
Geo Wilde
Margaret Wilson
George Winard
Nancy Winters
Alan Woodbury
Terry Yandell
Kevin Young

We have made the listing of our 
donors as accurate and complete as 
possible.  If you find an error, please 
accept our apologies and contact Jeff 
Kuyper, Executive Director at  
(805) 617-4610 so that we can  
correct our records.

Foundations and   
Donor Advised Funds
Fund for Wild Nature
Santa Barbara Foundation
Fund for Santa Barbara
Astrov Fund of the Fidelity   
 Charitable Gift Fund
United Way
Patagonia, Inc.
Wildlands CPR
Resources Legacy Fund Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Tides Foundation, California   
 Wildlands Grassroots Fund
Rose Foundation for Communities   
 and the Environment

Local Businesses
We appreciate the support of the  
following organizations and  
businesses who joined our Forest 
Trade Council in 2006 with a  
donation of $200 or more:

Patagonia, Inc. – Ventura
Great Pacific IronWorks – Ventura 
Giati Designs, Inc. – Santa Barbara
The Thacher School – Ojai 
Pacific Travelers Supply    
 – Santa Barbara
Island Seed & Feed – Goleta 
Linnaea’s Café – San Luis Obispo
Earthworks Rock Climbing School   
 – Ventura
Carol Gravelle Graphic Design   
 – Camarillo 



You Can Help Protect    
Our Local Forest!

Your tax-deductible contribution to ForestWatch helps 
us protect the wildlife, rivers, mountains, and rugged 
landscapes of the Los Padres National Forest and other 
public lands along California’s Central Coast.

Please do your part to insure that we can continue 
our work to protect these lands and nearby communi-
ties from irresponsible and irreversible environmental 
decisions. Visit us at www.LPFW.org for an easy and 
“tree free” way to support Los Padres ForestWatch.

You can also make a gift to support the work of Los 
Padres ForestWatch in these additional ways:

Matching Gifts
Members of Los Padres ForestWatch can make their 
contributions go even farther through matching gifts. 
Many employers match charitable contributions and 
some double or triple your initial gift.

Memorial and Tribute Gifts
Honor someone’s life or a special occasion by making 
an honorary or memorial gift to Los Padres Forest-
Watch in the name of a friend or family member.

Join our Wildland Partners Program
Making regular contributions to Los Padres Forest-
Watch through monthly or quarterly contributions 
allows us to save the costs of solicitation mailings 
and invites you to play a key role in protecting and       
conserving our local forest. You can make monthly 
gifts by credit card or electronic funds transfer.

Trustees of the Forest
Our major donor society, Trustees of the 
Forest, honors those donors who play a 
significant role in insuring that we can 
protect the Los Padres and its wildlands, 
wildlife, and communities. Membership 
is extended to donors who contribute 
$1,000 or more annually in unrestricted 
gifts to Los Padres ForestWatch. Benefits 
include regular updates on our work and 
invitations to special events.

Forest Trade Council
Our Forest Trade Council is an 
alliance of select local businesses 
that recognize the link between 
a healthy forest and a sustain-
able economy, contributing $200 
or more annually.  Several of 
our Council members are also 
participants in the 1% for the 
Planet program, a nationwide 
coalition of businesses who agree 
to donate one percent of their 
profits to conservation efforts 
each year.  Contact ForestWatch 
to learn how your business can 
earn valuable recognition in the 
Council or the 1% FTP program.

Los Padres ForestWatch               
PO Box 831   
Santa Barbara, CA  93102   
805.617.4610   
www.LPFW.org
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